CLASSIC CHRISTMAS SACRAMENT MEETING PROGRAM

By Merrilee Boyack

Opening Hymn - Oh Come All Ye Faithful, #202

Sacrament Hymn - God Loved Us So He Sent His Son, #187

Reading:  Hel. 14:1:

  1 And now it came to pass that aSamuel, the Lamanite, did prophesy a great many more things which cannot be written.

  2 And behold, he said unto them: Behold, I give unto you a sign; for afive years more cometh, and behold, then cometh the Son of God to redeem all those who shall believe on his name.

  3 And behold, this will I give unto you for a asign at the time of his coming; for behold, there shall be great lights in heaven, insomuch that in the night before he cometh there shall be no darkness, insomuch that it shall appear unto man as if it was day.

  4 Therefore, there shall be one aday and a night and a day, as if it were one day and there were no night; and this shall be unto you for a sign; for ye shall know of the rising of the sun and also of its setting; therefore they shall know of a surety that there shall be two days and a night; nevertheless the night shall not be darkened; and it shall be the night before he is bborn.

  5 And behold, there shall a new astar arise, such an one as ye never have beheld; and this also shall be a sign unto you.

  6 And behold this is not all, there shall be many asigns and wonders in heaven.

  7 And it shall come to pass that ye shall all be amazed, and wonder, insomuch that ye shall afall to the earth.

  8 And it shall come to pass that whosoever shall abelieve on the Son of God, the same shall have everlasting life.

CHOIR:  Samuel Tells of Baby Jesus 

READING:  Luke 2:4

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called aBethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:)

  5 To be taxed with Mary his aespoused wife, being great with child.

  6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered.

  7 And she brought forth her afirstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the binn.
PIANO SOLO:  Silent Night/Still, Still, Still  (piano solo by Ray Carpenter)

READING:  Luke 2:8

 8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.

  9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the aglory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.

  10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you agood tidings of great bjoy, which shall be to all people.

  11 For unto you is aborn this day in the city of David a bSaviour, which is Christ the cLord.

  12 And this shall be a asign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.

  13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying,

  14 aGlory to God in the highest, and on earth bpeace, good will toward men.

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN:  The First Noel, #213

CHOIR:  Joy to the World (choir with piano - regular hymn, all verses)

READING: Luke 2:15

 15 And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.

  16 And they came with ahaste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.

  17 And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child.

  18 And all they that heard it awondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds.

  19 But Mary kept all these things, and apondered them in her heart.
CHOIR (WOMEN):  Mary's Lullaby (sung by the women in the choir w/ piano)  

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN:  Away in a Manger, #206

READING:

Pres. Gordon B. Hinckley speaks of the Savior:

We honor His birth. But without His death that birth would have been but one more birth. It was the redemption which He worked out in the Garden of Gethsemane and upon the cross of Calvary which made His gift immortal, universal, and everlasting. His was a great Atonement for the sins of all mankind. He was the resurrection and the life, “the firstfruits of them that slept” (1 Cor. 15:20). Because of Him all men will be raised from the grave.

But beyond this He taught us the way the truth, and the life. He gave the keys through which we may go on to immortality and eternal life.

We love Him. We honor Him. We thank Him. We worship Him. He has done for each of us and for all mankind that which none other could have done. God be thanked for the gift of His Beloved Son, our Savior, the Redeemer of the world, the Lamb without blemish who was offered as a sacrifice for all mankind.

He it was who directed the restoration of this, His work, in this the dispensation of the fulness of times. This is His Church which bears His holy name.

Joy to the world, the Lord is come; Let earth receive her King! Let ev’ry heart prepare him room, And Saints and angels sing. (“Joy to the World,” Hymns, number 201)

Christmas is more than trees and twinkling lights, more than toys and gifts and baubles of a hundred varieties. It is love. It is the love of the Son of God for all mankind. It reaches out beyond our power to comprehend. It is magnificent and beautiful.

It is peace. It is the peace which comforts, which sustains, which blesses all who accept it.

It is faith. It is faith in God and His Eternal Son. It is faith in His wondrous ways and message. It is faith in Him as our Redeemer and our Lord.

We testify of His living reality. We testify of the divinity of His nature. In our times of grateful meditation, we acknowledge His priceless gift to us and pledge our love and faith. This is what Christmas is really about..

PRIMARY:  Little Jesus (sung by a Primary class) short but kids will need to come up so some assembly required . . .

READING:  

Elder Mark E. Peterson

Since the birth of Jesus was near, [Mary and Joseph] found refuge in a cave or stable, where Mary brought forth her child. There were no cribs or other conveniences. The little infant was placed in a manger to sleep.

This was the first Christmas. There were no tinseled Christmas trees, no family gatherings, no children at play. But there were carols, the greatest ever sung.

The angels of heaven joined in a great chorus rejoicing at the birth of God’s Son. Now the redemption of the world could take place. Salvation could come to all mankind. Death would be overcome, for this little child, when He became a man, would bring about the Resurrection. All mankind could then live again.

Christmas gifts? There were none at that time. The Wise Men came later with their offerings.

But God now gave His gift to the world—that of His Only Begotten Son. And this divine Son by His very birth on earth gave Himself as the greatest Gift of all time.

He would provide the plan for our salvation. He would give His life that we might rise from the grave and have a happy life in the eternities, forever. Who could give more?

What a gift this was! Think what it means to us! We can learn patience, devotion, and faithfulness such as Mary had. And like her Son we can follow the true gospel principles, being in the world but not of the world.

Through this first Christmas, and the birth of Jesus the Messiah, we can adopt in our own lives the traits that made Jesus great.

We can be kind and thoughtful. We can be honest and fair to others. Mercy can be an important part of character. And then there is purity. He taught, “Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God” (Matt. 5:8). Each of us can be clean and pure in all we do. Sheer cleanliness! There is nothing to compare to it.

Through Him we can enjoy the dearest of our associates forever. We can have eternal families. We may be sealed to our parents and be a part of their loving circle eternally. Isn’t that a priceless gift? It, too, comes from that first Christmas.

And when, through our holy form of matrimony, we are blessed with children of our own, they too shall be ours always. What could we desire more than that? It is part of the blessing we receive through Mary’s Son who was born on that first Christmas night. Is it any wonder that the angels sang for joy over this marvelous event?

These are true Christmas gifts. These are blessings that come from that first holy night.

CHOIR:  And His Name Shall Be Called Wonderful 

READING:

Pres. Gordon B. Hinckley:

Of all times, it is Christmas when we must surely realize that there can be no true worship of Him who is the Christ without giving of ourselves.

At this season let us, each one, reach out a little more generously in the spirit of the Christ. It is not enough to give toys and baubles. It is not enough to give alms to those in need. That is important, yes. But it is also important that we give of ourselves with our alms.

May the real meaning of Christmas distill into our hearts, that we may realize that our lives, given us by God our Father, are really not our own, but are to be used in the service of others.

President Spencer W. Kimball, who was such a great example of this principle, once said to me, “I feel that my life is like my shoes—to be worn out in service to others.”

God bless each of you at this Christmas season, that it may be a time of joy, a time of gladness, but more importantly, a season of consecration.
VIOLIN SOLO:  Lynn Hutchinson??

TALK - TBA

Closing Hymn – Angels We Have Heard on High, #203

